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Sister Moles, 
In this edition of the Mole-O-Gram, we will celebrate the Heroes and Sheroes who have 
dedicated their lives and crafts to keeping their communities and fellow citizens safe and healthy. 
They are our first responders, medical professionals, front line workers, and essential workers. 
In Moledom, we refer to them as Essential Heroes! These Moles and Mules are selfless 
individuals who have been working tirelessly to ensure that our needs are met during the 
pandemic.  

 
In the African American community, we are disproportionally losing lives and experiencing other 
challenges that are rooted in our nation’s long history of racial inequities. During COVID-19, the 
impacts of profound disparities in access to healthcare and greater economic disadvantages are 
in stark relief. Therefore, it is THE MOLES’ distinct honor to celebrate these Essential Heroes 
who are standing in the gap for their fellows citizens! They not only represent their professions 
well; they are shining lights in our broken system. Read their stories in this edition. Kudos to 
each of them for their dedication and sacrifices! 
 
Very soon, we will all gather to celebrate our 71st Annual Conclave. Our host, the Columbus 
Chapter (our 15th!) is anxiously awaiting your participation! They, along with their Mules, will 
“Wow” you with their virtual finesse! They promise that they will be Jazzing It Up! The St. Louis 
Moles will be Bringing the ‘Lou to You, as they host our Board of Directors!  
  
BRIGHT NOTES TO SHARE: 
*The Friends For Fun are diligently working to invite you to THE MOLES first virtual induction 
and installation. There is much excitement in the air!  
  
*Our newest interest group, The Classy and Chic Ladies, will be emailing their application 
packets to all members in the coming weeks.  
 
Amidst the pandemic, we are determined to embrace our motto: 
 

Enjoy yourself; it’s later than you think! 

 

From my heart to yours, 
Mole Jodi 
 

19th National President 
THE MOLES 
 
 
P.S.:  We are Back in Stride Again! 

From My Heart To Yours 
Mole Jodi Gallman, National President 
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Our Atlanta Moles Chapter 
The Atlanta Chapter of The Moles continues to sparkle as its members work to stay safe, healthy, and 
connected. Our president, Mole Nancy Hall White, hosted a fun-filled Zoom chapter meeting in 
November and we were just “over the moon” and happy to see each other.  Having a business meeting 
took a back seat to socializing and catching up. 
 
We learned that Mule Aaron Turpeau, Sr. had just been released after 70 days treatment for COVID-19! 
We are so happy for Aaron’s recovery.  He can once again respond to “How are you doing, Aaron?” with 
“Tip Top,” his signature response for about 70 years.  In addition to celebrating his recovery, the 
Turpeaus’ parents, Mole Michelle and Mule Aaron, Jr., and grandparents Mole Brenda and Mule Aaron, 
Sr., are celebrating the graduation of their daughter and granddaughter, respectively, Micah Christine, 
from Meharry Medical College. She is now enrolled in a Psychiatric Residency at the University of Florida 
Health in Jacksonville, Florida.   
 
Newly inducted Mole Kalinda and Mule Kevin Woods welcomed baby boy August William Woods to 
their family in November, while proud grandparents Mole Jackie and Mule Tom Sampson welcomed 
grandson Jayce.  Many Atlanta Moles participated in a drive-by shower to welcome new baby, Jayce. 

                 
Graduate Dr. Micah Turpeau      Baby August Woods & his siblings      Mole Jackie Sampson & Jayce 
 
Even in a pandemic the Atlanta Moles know how to celebrate milestone birthdays-even pulling off 2 
surprise celebrations.  Mule Jim Currie, 90, was completely surprised with an at-home celebration by 
Mole Mary; and Mole Rose Palmer, 93, was surprised by her family flying in from California for her big 
day. Both were showered with gifts, flowers, calls, texts and calls. What beautiful celebrations! Mrs. 
Elizabeth Peebles, mother of Mole Gloria and Mule Andrew Patterson, turned 100 years old.  She was 
lavishly celebrated in a Zoom party and received more than 100 cards, gifts and flowers-many of the 
cards and well-wishes from Atlanta Moles.  Mole Nancy and Mule Milton White quietly celebrated their 
20th wedding anniversary but were surprised by family and close friends who called and sent cards and 
texts.  COVID 19 did not stop the Atlanta Moles. 
 

  Mule Jim Currie, Mole Mary & family      
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 Our Baltimore Chapter 
In celebration of our front-line healthcare Mole sisters, the Baltimore Chapter proudly acknowledges 
Mole Karen Scipio Skinner, nursing credentialing professional, and Mole Deborah Beckham, Quality 
Manager for the American Red Cross.  

                                                                       
Mole Karen Scipio Skinner  Mole Deborah Beckham with Mule Ronald Beckham 
 
Mole Karen serves as a liaison to the US Boards of Nursing for the Commission on Graduates of Foreign 
Nursing Schools International. She observes that nursing shortages are definitely impacting us during 
COVID-19. Working for a Foreign Educated Nurse credentials evaluation organization, she notes that 
increasing numbers of foreign-trained nurses are licensed in the US, providing a valuable resource to the 
US healthcare delivery system, especially now. On other pandemic-related trends Mole Karen observes 
the return of retired nurses to the profession and the increased need of licensed traveling nurses to 
accept out-of-area deployments to locales with many COVID-19 patients where staffing needs are 
critical. According to Mole Karen, nursing education is also facing a revamp. More partnerships between 
nursing schools and hospitals are occurring and nursing education is changing, too. Nursing schools are 
modifying student practicums to enable students to safely provide patient care while gaining their 
clinical skills. Finally, Mole Karen shared her perspective on the growing need to find ways to expedite 
the licensure of nursing professionals so that the shortage gaps can be addressed sooner. She urges 
everyone to continue to vigilant and WEAR A MASK!  “If fewer of us contract the virus, we can help 
alleviate much of the stress currently faced by our nursing heroines. We can agree to actively manage 
our health care by reducing health risks and practicing proactive prevention, including keeping 
appointments with our healthcare providers who we can now visit virtually! And finally, take the COVID 
immunization shot as soon as you are allowed.”  
 
Mole Deborah Beckham is the Quality Manager for DC, Maryland and Virginia at the American Red Cross 
Biomedical Services. Her department is responsible for helping to ensure the blood we supply is safe. 
Part of her job is to be a resource for front line staff at blood drives. She also conducts process oversight 
assessments at blood drive and collection centers to ensure the staff are following all ARC procedures 
and CDC COVID-19 guidelines to ensure safe and reassuring environments to collect blood.  ARC is 
working hard to encourage donors to keep donating and sponsors to keep holding drives. This is to avoid 
another public health issue-a low blood supply for patients in need of blood at hospitals. In April the 
American Red Cross began to play a critical role in collecting plasma, referred to as convalescent plasma, 
from those who have recovered from coronavirus to treat patients with serious or immediately life-
threatening COVID-19 infections. Convalescent plasma has antibodies specific to COVID-19 that can 
attack the virus making it ideal for these patients. ARC provides convalescent plasma to hospitals to help 
save lives of many people combatting COVID-19.  Mole Deborah says “In my 32 years as an employee I 
have never been prouder to work for the Red Cross than this last 10 months for our role in making a 
lifesaving difference as we fight against this pandemic. As we say at ARC:  Not All Heroes Wear Capes!” 
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Our Charleston Chapter 
CHARLESTON MOLES ESSENTIAL WORKERS 

 
The Charleston Chapter of THE MOLES recognizes the following Moles and Mule as some of our greatly 
appreciated Essential Workers during the COVID-19 pandemic. We proudly salute you! 

 
 
Dr. DeAnna E. Cheek, Nephrologist & Hypertension Specialist 
 
Mole DeAnna continues to care for dialysis patients at FRESENIUS 
Kidney care dialysis units and Dialysis Clinics incorporated Kidney 
units during the COVID-19 pandemic. The Charleston County 
FRESENIUS clinic where she has been Medical Director, was 
designated as a “five-star” clinic from 2017-2020. 

 

 

Mole Tomette Richards Edwards, M.Ed., & 30 above a Masters 
in School Psychology  
 
Mole Tomette Richards Edwards teaches a class of Autistic 
students at North Charleston Elementary School.   She teaches four 
students in person and four virtually simultaneously. Mole 
Tomette has decades of teaching experience but working with 
students on-line and in person has her “feeling like a brand-new 
teacher again.”   
 

 

 
Mole Della Jordan, Dental Practice Office Manager & Mule 
Clifton Jordan, DDS 
 
Mole Della & Mule Dr. Clifton Jordan, III, have not stopped 
meeting the dental needs of their patients, whether procedures 
are emergencies or elective.

Also, we recognize Mole Rita Roach, Esq. who provides legal services to Domestic Violence Survivors.  
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Our Charlotte Chapter 
 

Mole Bettye and Mule Montae Monroe excitedly share that Maxwell Atkinson Monroe is representing 
Atrium Health as Mr. December in The Blood & Marrow Transplant Information Network (BMT InfoNet) 
2021 calendar.   BMT InfoNet is a leading advocacy organization for bone marrow, stem cell and cord 
blood transplant patients. Maxwell received a bone marrow donation from Mule Montae and is 
celebrating 2 years of being cured of sickle cell anemia.  
            

 
 
Mole Carlenia Ivory received the Dr. Martin Luther King 2021 Medallion Award on Monday, January 20, 
2021 from the City of Charlotte Community Relations and Atrium Health.  The award is given to 
individuals who exemplify the ideals of Dr. King.  It celebrates citizens who promote the worth of all 
human beings, are actively involved in community service, and encourage people of diverse culture to 
live together in the spirit of love and acceptance. WSOC-TV aired a segment in which Mole Carlenia 
received her award. 

 
 

Mule Willie and Mole Daisy Walker’s daughter, Yvette Walker Lewis, chair of the Maryland State 
Democratic Party was invited to participate in the 2021 inauguration. She was seated on the dais near 
Presidents Obama, Bush, Clinton, and their wives. Mrs. Lewis was awarded the position of chair during 
President Obama’s tenure. 
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Our Chicago Chapter 

 
The Chicago Moles celebrate our Mole and Mule heroes who have stepped up during the pandemic.   
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mole Lisa Finch received her first dose of the COVID-19 
vaccine.  She is the Director of Revenue Cycle for the 
Angel Harvey Family Health Center.  She looks forward 
to receiving second dose in February. 

 

  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Mule Robert Turner, representing FORD and 
the UAW at Operation PUSH, December 21, 
2020.  Together they donated more than 
72,000 diapers to families in need. Mule 
Robert is pictured (left) with Rev. Jesse 
Jackson. 
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Our Cincinnati Chapter 
Thank you to our Frontline Heroes! 

 

 
 

                                                                                                                                                       
       

                                                          

 
     

                                      
 
 

Mole Lana Hackworth, MSN, ANP, RN., is a retired nurse 
practitioner who worked 30 years with Pediatric and Adult 
patients with sickle cell disease.  She is a volunteer with the 
Cincinnati Health Department giving COVID-19 vaccines.  
 
“I feel that vaccines, (in the arm), testing, wearing a mask, washing hands 
and maintaining physical distance is what we must continue to do to fight 
the disease and gain control of our lives.” 

Mule Dr. Joe N. Hackworth, MD., is board certified in Internal Medicine 
and Interventional Cardiology. He has practiced at Mercy Hospital in 
Cincinnati, Ohio for over 35 years.  He is on the front line fighting the 
Coronavirus every day and taking care of patients with heart disease 
and heart attacks. 
 

“Although treatment is improving as we learn more about the disease 
process, it is debilitating and deadly.  I am mindful of all safety precautions, 
wearing my PPE and religiously washing my hands to prevent bringing the 
coronavirus home to my family.  This includes taking the vaccine, which I have 
started.  I have read the research on the vaccine and feel comfortable with 
its safety and efficacy.  
 
African Americans, and certain other ethnic groups, have a higher incidence 
of getting sick and dying from COVID-19. I encourage all to get the vaccine.  
Discuss with your health care provider the risk of vaccine versus-disease to 
you.  Wear a mask…wash your hand…maintain distance.” 

Mole Dr. Hazel Enenl 

Kanu, MD FAAP, is a 

pediatric specialist. She 

encourages everyone to 

take the vaccine as soon 

as it becomes available 

to you! 

         
Mole Dr. Marcia Irving Ray, 

DDS, is a dentistry practitioner on 

the front line working to care for the 

health of her patients during the 

COVID-19 pandemic.  
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Our Columbia Chapter 
The world is facing unprecedented times as it is challenged by the severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-
2).  COVID-19 has taken the lives of more than 488,000 victims in the United States alone.  But, as in the past, horrific 
circumstances produce heroes whose acts are essential to our survival.  The Columbia Chapter of THE MOLES chapter honored 
three such individuals at its November 2020 meeting.  Please join us in saluting our chapter’s COVID19… 

 

“ESSENTIAL HEROES”. 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

                        MOLE LINDA WILSON BELL 
The Columbia Moles are proud to have one of the top health officials in the United States, 
Linda Wilson Bell, MD (pictured left with SC Governor Henry McMaster), as part of the 
“Sisterhood”. Dr. Bell is the State Epidemiologist for South Carolina (SC) and is employed 
by the SC Department of Health and Environmental Control; the state’s Public Health 
Authority. Mole Linda and her staff provide the scientific data, testing, contact tracing, and 
all other aspects of surveillance necessary to help SC address COVID 19 issues via public 
policy and practice. As a trusted spokesperson during gubernatorial televised COVID 19 
briefings, Mole Linda delivers valuable public health information regarding efforts to slow 
the spread of the virus. Her extensive expertise, poise, reassuring tone, and deliberate 
disposition are critical to SC’s battle against COVID 19.   

 

                 MULE BURNETT W. GALMAN, JR 
Burnett “Burnie” Gallman, MD, (pictured left in PPE) is a champion for health care. As a 
Gastroenterologist, he is recognized as an expert in digestive health. He is also a noted 
historian, published author, musician, public speaker, and coordinator of programs for 
rights of passages and youth development. Mule Burnie could have focused on his area 
of expertise and not the COVID19 virus.  But, that’s not his style.  Mule Burnie wrote a 
comprehensive fact sheet on the Virus to minimize “Myths”, that fact sheet has grown 
into a manual which is utilized by many organizations to educate the public.  Additionally, 
he has appeared on national platforms to educate the public on the COVID19 virus.  Mule 
Burnie has written articles with a stance to support health care providers as they care for 
COVID patients. He has challenged and galvanized social and civic groups to focus on 
immediate and long-term impacts of the COVID19.  Because of his vast knowledge of and 
expertise regarding the health of people of color, he is a sought-after physician and 
historian. Mule Burnie has used his unique knowledge to bring awareness regarding 
health disparities in general and to advocate for special initiatives to address the 
disproportionate impact that COVID19 is having on minority communities. “Uncle Burnie”, 
as his Columbia Mole Sisters affectionately call him, goes “above and beyond”.  Mole Jodi 
Gallman, his wife and THE MOLES 19th National President, says “Mule Burnie is a 
Renaissance Man whose love for the welfare of his people keeps him promoting promising 
practices of care to combat COVID 19 virus”. We, the Columbia Moles, concur!! 
 

                         MULE WILLIS LANGLEY 
Mule Willis “BJ” Langley (pictured left with his wife Mole Edna Reese Langley) 

owns/operates 6 McDonald's restaurants and employs over 300 staff members in the 

Columbia metropolitan area.   He has been a leader in the McDonald's family from the 

beginning of the COVID-19 pandemic. The business decisions he made “long before” the 

passage of the CARES Act by Congress and McDonald’s corporate’s guidance, illustrates 

his personal commitment to his community. Early in the pandemic, Mule BJ went above 

and beyond to ensure his employees and customers’ needs and safety came first. He 

implemented policies guaranteeing that employees: would not be laid off, furloughed or 

work fewer hours; would be paid for loss of work due to COVID-19; and, would be 

provided masks and other personal protective equipment (PPE) for front counters and 

drive thru windows – McDonalds’ Atlanta Region followed his decision and required it of 

all area franchises.  Again, prior to corporate direction, Mule Langley closed lobbies for 

dine-in service to protect employees as well as customers.  Additionally, Mule BJ provided 

over 8000 "Thank You" meals for first responders in the Columbia metropolitan area.  

Recently, Mole Edna Langley, was approved as a McDonald's Operator. This makes the 

Langleys the first approved African American husband and wife Owner/Operators in West 

Columbia and Lexington, SC, respectively.  The Columbia Moles extend gratitude and 

kudos to Mule BJ for his commitment to our community.  
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Our Columbus Chapter 
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

➢ Providing temperature checks at all events.           

➢ Supplying masks and hand sanitizers at all events as well 
as handing them out to the community for their own 
personal use 

➢ Providing voter registration (registered more than 400 
new voters) and social justice programming enabled 
agency to impact and change policies.  

  

 

➢ Promoting “green space”, fresh air 
and exercise activities such as planting a community garden and offering 
alternative transportation to motivate community residents to “get out , 
get fresh air and exercise!”  
 
➢ Out of an abundance of precaution, we limited access to our facility 
and shifted nearly all of our programs to an outside venue and digital 
formats.” 

  

 
 
 

Mole Demetries J. Neely 

As the Executive Director and CEO of The Martin Luther King Jr. 
Performing and Cultural Arts Complex (KAC) in Columbus, Ohio, Mole 
Demetries J. Neely  is a true “essential worker” offering “front line” 
services to community residents in their efforts to confront and combat 
the COVID-19 menace. Mole Neely’s message below is not only 
informational but inspirational. 
 

“The Martin Luther King Jr. Performing and Cultural Arts Complex (KAC) 
is a cultural resource for the Columbus community.  With more than 
35,000 patrons annually, most of the services we provide are free to the 
community.  COVID-19 has significantly affected our ability to deliver 
services.  Our patrons, primarily a LMI African American population, are 
some of the most vulnerable citizens in Franklin County. 

 

Located in historic Bronzeville, previously known as the King Lincoln District, with a population of more than 
75% African American, average income of $33,000, and an average household size of 9.6, our community 
has been disproportionately impacted by COVID-19.  According to the CDC, African Americans are 
contracting COVID-19 at an alarming rate - 30 percent of the cases, due to underlying health conditions and 
other social determinants including lack of green spaces and little access to fresh fruits and vegetables. As it 
relates to COVID 19 mitigation, we have supported the community by: 
 
 

 

http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thermometer_0.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thermometer_0.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thermometer_0.svg
http://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Thermometer_0.svg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/
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Our Empire City Chapter 
 

Even though COVID-19 has upset our normal way of living, there are people who will not let the 
pandemic allow them forget the need to help others facing difficulties.  Empire City Moles, our “essential 
heroes”, are among the first who have made significant contributions to the fight against COVID-19. 
 

 
 
Mole Cynthia J. Gresham, above, is a Board Certified Occupational Therapist on the front line in New 
York.  She manages Occupational Therapy Services in several nursing homes and serves her patients and 
staff with courage, hope dedication, and care.  She thanks her Empire City Chapters sisters for their 
prayers and love.  Mole Cynthia is one of the first to receive the immunization shots for the virus. Mole 
Cynthia is the President of the Empire City Moles.        
 
Mole Felita Y. Granby is a New York State Licensed Marriage & Family Therapist.  She provides 
counseling services to individuals, couples and families virtually, as well as speaking on panels regarding 
the benefits of therapy.  She sees physicians and other health care professionals and also teachers.  The 
pandemic and the many other issues facing people, especially BLACK and brown, have had a tremendous 
emotional impact on people’s lives. 
 
Elmhurst Hospital, Corona, Queens, NY, was the first hospital in New York that had more patients than 
it had hospital beds.  It had become the epicenter of the COVID-19. The staff was overworked and 
understaffed. Many workers could not find time to go out for food.  Mole Gloria M. Dixon, President of 
Key Women of America, Concourse Village, saw the need, and provided lunches for the entire ER staff.     
 
Mole DawnMarie Montgomery, as Vice President, Area Manager at Lakeland Bank, worked with Small 
Business & Commercial clients on the SBA PPP Applications for the funding during the global pandemic.  
She was able to assist clients in securing between $10,000 to over $5 million in SBA PPP Funding, which 
allowed the clients to continue to run their businesses and pay their employees.  Business owners were 
able to make their mortgage payments and were able to defer such payments for 90 days. 
 
 Regarding Consumer clients, she was able to assist them with payment deferrals on loans as well as 
deferrals on personal mortgages.  Her employees were kept from harm’s way as she had several 
conversations about the “closing” of the Bank Branch Lobby and allowing all transactions to be 
completed via the Drive Thru services.   This was to ensure that her employees felt safe, and protected 
from their clients, for the communities were hit especially hard with positive cases of COVID-19. 
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Our Houston Chapter 
 

                    Essential Heroes 

 
 
 
 
 
 

        Career Achievement! 

 
 
 
 
 
     In Memoriam 

It is with great sadness that the Houston Chapter shares the death of Mule Richard 
Sewing, P.E., the husband of our dear Mole Sister Patricia Sewing.  Richard died on 
August 9, 2020. He was an architectural engineer and was the first Black student to 
graduate in architectural engineering from Kansas State University. For nearly two 
decades, Richard taught real estate construction and real estate inspection at 
Houston Community College’s central campus. Many of the professional real estate 
inspectors practicing in the Houston area today were taught by Richard 

Sewing. Through Richard H. Sewing & Associates, established over 30 years ago, Richard provided 
structural and mechanical inspections for over 15,000 residences and commercial properties in Houston 
and surrounding counties. Across the nation, Richard was known for being a sage who imparted wisdom 
and humor to everyone. He was a friend, adviser, and mentor to many, and he never met a stranger. He 
will be missed by all, including members of the Houston Moles Chapter. 

 
Mule Johnny Nash, the husband of our dear Mole Sister Carlie Nash, died on 
October 6, 2020. Johnny was a singer-song writer best known for the well-known 
hit “I Can See Clearly Now”.  Many credit him for bringing reggae music to the 
mainstream audience. HIs death is a tremendous loss for his family, the community 
and to the Houston Moles. 

 
Our dear Mole Sister Harriet H. Roberts departed this life on October 30, 2020. A consummate scholar, 
Harriet had a PhD in Social Work and was a licensed Professional Counselor. She was widely recognized 
in her field. Harriet served on the Board of the American Association for Marriage and Family Therapy 
and was an adjunct faculty member at the University of Texas School of Social Work. She was known as 
the “Hostess with the Mostest” and loved entertaining friends and family.  This gracious, generous, 
devoted Mole sister will be missed. 

Chris and Ben Williams, sons of Mole Patricia Williams, launched a non-profit 
named Lucille’s 1913 during the pandemic to help feed the hungry. Meals are 
prepared several times per week for six apartment complexes in economically 
disadvantaged neighborhoods. Lucille’s 1913 has served about 70,000+ meals to 
date. Chef Williams owns a well-known restaurant named Lucille’s located in 
Houston's museum district.  We are all very proud of what Chris and Ben are doing 
to serve the community. 

Mole Cheryl Thornton won the Houston election for judge, 164th civil judicial District Court 
of Harris County, Texas.  Congratulations to Cheryl!  We’re so proud! 
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Our Indianapolis Chapter 
     
Happy New Year!!  
Greetings to you in the name of the Indianapolis Chapter of THE MOLES.  Our most sincere sympathy 
is extended to our National President Mole Jodi Gallman in the homegoing of her dear mother, Mrs. 
Queen Dials. We are, also, grieving the loss of our Mole Sister Saundra Oldham, affectionately known 
as Sanky. COVID-19 claimed the life of our beloved Mule William Malone. Mule Bill, as he was known, 
was the soul partner of our President Mole Geri Malone. May they all rest in God’s peace. 
 
Now speaking of the novel coronavirus, we do not have any frontline COVID-19 workers – no MOLES 
Essential Heroes.  Therefore, we have decided to instead bring you a few of our favorite things. We 
must admit that we are Moles Motto enthusiasts. We love to enjoy ourselves and have a good time 
right here and now. You can see that from the picture we have submitted.  We certainly encourage 
you to do likewise.  
 
Here’s a bunch of Indy Moles ready for the Mardi Gras party:  MOLES Dorothy Crenshaw, Irene 
Eskridge, Peggy Rice, Tonya Callahan and Sheila Trigg. They really look to enjoy themselves!  
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Our Jacksonville Chapter 
“TOUCHING LIVES. BUILDING FOR TOMORROW.” 

 

Our Essential Heroes 
 

 
MOLE Celestine Smith is a nurse practitioner at Brooks Rehabilitation, 
where she manages acute and chronic conditions while patients partake 
in intensive rehab care to improve his/her quality of life. She also assists 
physicians in promoting wellness, providing patient education, and 
prescribing treatment. When MOLE Celestine is not facilitating patient 
care, she is often communicating updates to families. Increased family 
outreach is a result of reduced visitation hours due to COVID-19. MOLE 
Celestine is a member of the COVID-19 vaccination team assisting with 
administering vaccines and ensuring adherence to COVID-19 health and 
safety protocols. 
 
 
 
 

 
Mule Dr. Floyd B. Willis is a staff physician at Mayo Clinic Jacksonville 
for 27 years, specializing in Family Practice. In May 2007, he was 
appointed Chairman of the Department of Family Practice and served 
in this capacity until 2017. Mule Floyd received the Teacher of the Year 
award for Full Time Faculty, Florida Academy of Family Physicians. His 
research interest focus on the impact of neurocognitive diseases on 
cross cultural populations, and he has led multiple community based 
projects on risk factors for dementia in underrepresented minorities. 
During the pandemic, Mule Floyd has participated in panel discussions 
on COVID-19.  
 
 
 
 

 
MOLE Michelle Singleton has been a registered nurse for 27 years and 
a traveling nurse for the past two years. Currently, she works as a 
PCU/Stepdown nurse at hospitals in Florida, Virginia and Georgia, 
where her patients are COVID and non-COVID. MOLE Michelle also 
works at mental health facilities caring for patients with 
Electroconvulsive treatment and inpatient therapy. 
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Our Louisville Chapter 
 
 
The Louisville Chapter of THE MOLES is fortunate to have two medical professionals who continue to 
provide our chapter with the best available information about the Coronavirus since the pandemic 
began. 
 
Mole Kapauner Lewis, a board-certified anesthesiologist, and Mole Alona Pack, a nurse who specializes 
in community health; have added volunteer to their list of daily duties. Both are serving on the front 
lines to ensure Louisville residents receive their first and/or second dose of the coveted COVID-19 
vaccine. Throughout this health crisis, Moles Alona and Kapauner have shared their medical expertise 
to help all of our chapter members better understand what the daily news about COVID really means.  

 
 A physician for more than three decades, Mole Kapauner is 
committed to serving the community as well as her patients. She 
guides young medical students as they begin their careers and 
has served as an assistant professor of anesthesiology at the 
University of Louisville (U of L).  Volunteering in this massive 
COVID vaccination effort is just a natural extension of her life’s 
work. 

 
 

 
                                                                                 

                                                                                                                                                                   
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Likewise, Mole Alona, a licensed registered 
nurse for 40 years is an assistant professor 
teaching community health at U of L. She 
concentrates her work on underserved and 
vulnerable populations. As the immediate 
past president of the KYANNA Black Nurses 
Association, Alona has advocated for priority 
testing of African Americans since last spring 
when it was discovered  that the disease 
impacts our community disproportionately.  
She has already participated as a volunteer in 
the initial screenings of first responders and 
is looking forward to assisting more 
Louisvillians in getting their vaccines.  

 



Enjoy yourself; it’s later than you think! 
 

 
 

Our Newport News Chapter 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2020 graduate of Howard University, Mikaela 
Swann, daughter of Mole Alexis Swann and 
granddaughter of Mole Elaine Eatman, has 
been working for the VA Office of Diversity 
Equity and Inclusion and sits on the Health 
Inequity Task Force. She has traveled to all 
parts of the state of Virginia delivering PPE and 
tests to rural and under-served communities.  
Mikaela will attend medical school and plans 
to specialize in geriatrics.   

……   

Mule Dr. Richard M. Mason, Jr., husband 
of Mole Dr. Kellie A. Mason, served on the 
Lt. Governor Justin Fairfax’s COVID Task 
Force (Virginia).  Mule Mason served as the 
chair of the Schools and Colleges 
Subcommittee.  They were tasked with 
identifying challenges for schools and 
colleges and assisting with identifying and 
providing resources.  Their work centered 
around Virginia’s Historically Black Colleges 
and Universities. 

Mole Gaylene Kanoyton, founder of Celebrate 
Healthcare, LLC. has been instrumental in securing 
COVID testing for citizens throughout the Hampton 
Roads area, as well as educating communities about the 
economic impact that COVID has had on our community.  
Celebrate Healthcare, LLC. works with municipalities, 
businesses, and organizations to develop 
comprehensive plans to increase healthcare enrollment 
for the uninsured.   



Enjoy yourself; it’s later than you think! 
 

 
 

Our Philadelphia Chapter 
Our Mole Frontline Workers on the Public Square 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mole Kweli Archie 

Quality Assurance Specialist supporting 

best practices for Childcare Directors and 

Pre-School Teachers in the COVID-19 

Pandemic. 

Mole Lisa Norton 

Manager of Operations, Food Service, 

Philadelphia School District – distributing 

‘Grab and Go’ meal kits to over 230 sites, 

25 million meals during the 

COVID-19 Pandemic. 

Mole Regina Wright 

Program Quality Assessor, providing 

assessments and health and safety 

supports virtually to childcare 

providers in COVID-19. 



Enjoy yourself; it’s later than you think! 
 

 
 
 

Our Portsmouth Chapter 

                                                                         
 

                                                                                Cheers to 2021! 
 
The Portsmouth, Virginia Chapter of THE MOLES reflects on the celebrations of the past, as we look 
forward to our celebrations to come, united as our Moles Song reflects. 
 

                                                                                
 

 
 
 
“M.O.L.E.S., So Merry, in the Many Ways of Life; Sharing Joy and Cheer with Those Far and Near, 
                                                      The Bond That Surrounds Us Unites.”   

 
 
 
 
 



Enjoy yourself; it’s later than you think! 
 

 
 
 

Our Raleigh Chapter 

 
Mole Rebecca Gilliam has a 30-year career in the Pharmaceutical/Biotech 
industry and has been a lead clinical scientist for several vaccine trials. She is very 
aware that many clinical trials do not have diverse representation from its 
volunteers. Increasing the diversity in clinical trials has been an objective for her 
since she began her career in clinical research. The current COVID vaccines that 
are available had 10% African American volunteers in their clinical trials. To that 
end, Mole Rebecca decided to be a volunteer in one of the COVID vaccine clinical 
trials. It is her hope that her participation, along with the participation of other 
minorities, will help determine if there are any differences in how people of 
different ethnicities respond to the COVID vaccine. 

                                       
Sydney Gilliam is the daughter of Mole Rebecca and Mule Elmer. 
Prior to the pandemic, and outside of the one semester during her 
undergraduate studies at Hampton University, Sydney had little experience or 
knowledge in disease control. When she had the opportunity to be on the 
frontlines during a global pandemic, she took it. The primary role of a Contact 
Tracer is to work with the local health department to identify person(s) who 
have been in contact with someone who has tested positive. While collecting 
information from contacts they are to help identify any potential clusters or 
events that could infect a mass amount of people –also known as super spreader 
events. 

While working alongside the North Carolina Health Department, Sydney provided guidance and assisted 
in the spread of awareness of COVID-19. One of their major responsibilities was educating those who 
have been in contact or potentially have been in contact with someone who has tested positive for 
COVID-19. It was important to explain symptoms, medical terminology (isolation and quarantine) and 
provide answers for any questions that a contact might have. They would work in teams to call those 
who’s information was provided to us; during daily calls we were to review isolation or quarantine 
guidelines, assess if they were experiencing any symptoms and identify potential needs.  

 

 
Bria Jeffreys, daughter of Mole Tonya and Mule Tony recently graduated Magna Cum Laude  
from North Carolina A&T State University with a degree in Business Administration.  She will begin 
pursuing her MBA this summer. 

 



Enjoy yourself; it’s later than you think! 
 

 
Our Richmond Chapter 

 
If we engage our members in general conversation about how they spend their days or “what’s new” in 
their 9 to 5, the recent changes reveal that the COVID-19 pandemic has brought unexpected 
adjustments. In addition to use of space changes the dress of these specialists became interesting as 
well as protective.  Our Mole Sisters have been front and center in the fight 
against the COVID-19 pandemic.  While many have been relegated to working 
at home, others have continued to enter their workplaces to ensure that their 
patients, consumers, and others remain safe and healthy.  For that and more, 
we thank them immensely!   Many of us have had no cause to visit the 
medical offices of our Moles Sisters, particularly those in pediatric practice.  
Whether caring for the little ones, or everyone in between, here’s a quick 
glimpse of our dedicated Moles sisters.  We applaud them, thank them, 
honor them, and admire them! 
 
Mole Sandra Boisseau is a pediatrician in private practice and associate 
professor of pediatrics at VCU-MCV, making her an integral part of the 
training of many medical students and pediatric residents through the years.  

 
Mole Jackie Johnson Curl carefully takes precautions to ensure 
protection for her dental patients, staff, as well as herself. 
 
Since childhood, she wanted to be a doctor, notably a pediatrician.  
Mole Vicki Lovings Winston is certain she made the right career 
choice, despite these difficult circumstances that face us.  
 
 

As a nurse practitioner and partner in a family owned and operated business providing Residential and 
Group Day Services to adults with intellectual disabilities for the past 21 years, Mole Charlene Fox is an 
essential hero.  Since it is important for her consumers to maintain their regular routine, her company 
brought a big inflatable screen in the parking lot of their store front location, where they could see what 
they love – church services and movies.  This helped to normalize these different times.  
 
Mole Carol Williams expresses that in medicine students are trained to 
prepare for all forms of emergencies.  In the best health care system in 
the world, she is thankful that God has allowed her to help as many 
families and children as possible. She loves wearing this child-centered 
mask and shield, in order to help maintain a child’s beautiful perspective 
of life.  Her patients love it! 

 
 
Mole Erica Royal shares: “It has been and 
always will be a pleasure to serve patients 
as an Obstetrician/Gynecologist before, 
during, and after a pandemic.” 
 

 
 

 
 



Enjoy yourself; it’s later than you think! 
 

 
 

Our Rocky Mount Chapter 
 

The Rocky Mount Chapter of THE MOLES proudly spotlights Mole and general dentist, Dr. Doris Knight 
Thorne with daughter, Michaela Thorne, and Mole and Family Nurse Practitioner, Dr. Nana Arkhurst-
Arthur.  The challenges of COVID-19 are true testaments of their commitment to ensure the health and 
safety of their patients, staff, and the community at large.  
 

 

For the past ten months, Mole Dr. Thorne’s warm smile has been hidden by 
layers of synthetic plastic fibers; her nose - tucked in a tight embrace of 
polypyrene and aluminum wiring.  While the constant obscurity of the human 
smile is the “new normal” for many, it is but routine practice for our front-
line healthcare workers like Dr. Thorne.  Despite the unknowns, she readily 
accepted the need of her community by continuing to serve her emergency 
patients from March until June.  She maintains that the protection of her staff 
and patients has been the most difficult part of this journey: both logistically 
and financially. While fluent in the necessities of PPE, COVID-19 invited a new 
“beast”: scarcity, fear and greed for supplies. Instead of surgical masks, she 
needed N95 masks which had doubled and tripled in price. The same could 

be said for gloves, surgical masks, head coverings and gowns. Room purifiers and equipment for aerosol 
evacuation were now needed for each room. However, 
through it all, she praises God for his guidance and strength 
and thanks her staff and patients for their continued 
support.  
 
  

This character of sincerity and care is held in the highest 
regard by her daughter, Michaela Thorne, pictured right.  
As a 3rd-year dental student at Howard University College 
of Dentistry, she is familiar with the challenges that front-
line workers face.   

 

Mole Dr. Nana, as she is affectionately called, says “Patient care has 
dramatically changed for me since COVID-19, especially around mental 
health. I've been amazed with the number of complaints of increased and 
new symptoms of anxiety related to COVID-19. I find that it has affected me 
as well. I find myself performing extra education to all of my patients to 
avoid close contact with others. I advise my 
patients to stay home, and if they need to go 
out, use the appropriate precautions.  
Telehealth has become the norm. If the patients 
don't have that technology, we are having them 
stay in their cars, drive up to the front of the 
building, where we can see each other through 

the window, and we talk on the phone together to get their medications 
renewed and address any issues they have. I can't hug my patients anymore, 
which has been very difficult for me.  I can't sit beside them and hold their 
hand or pat them on the back.  That’s really depressing for both providers 
and patients.  It scares me that the personal touch in caring for my patients 
is gone!  I have been robbed of the one thing that creates a bond between my patients and me.”  

 
 
 



Enjoy yourself; it’s later than you think! 
 

 
 

Our Savannah Chapter 
        
Essential Working Moles Serving in A Pandemic   

     
         

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

Mole Vanessa Miller-Kaigler, Deputy 

Superintendent, Savannah-Chatham County 

Public School System 

 
SCCPSS is a school district of approximately 

37,000 students. During the shelter in place 

order, departments under Mole Vanessa's 

leadership continued to provide meals to 

students via school buses, much needed Wi-Fi 

services to neighborhoods, staff support to 

innovative instructional support centers for 

staff working during the pandemic. In addition, 

operations staff, specifically custodians 

continued to ensure the safety of staff by 

sanitizing and disinfecting school sites and 

buildings. Finally, Mole Vanessa lead the team 

responsible for opening the White Bluff 

Elementary School and a 2000 seat athletic 

complex. 

 

“We’re all on the same team” has been the 

motto of Statewide Healthcare, Inc. long 

before COVID-19. 

 

Mole Joenelle Gordon, Mule Charles, and 

their son Craig, owners, are so proud of he 

dedication of our team of essential workers.  

Many are working at risk to their won family 

life.  SCHS is a home care agency providing 

personal support health related services to 

mostly elderly and somewhat frail clients in 

Savannah, Columbus, Macon and Albany 

Georgia.  Essential workers at SHC are the 

direct service providers along with the 

administrative/support staff.  As a small 

family owned and operated business, they 

have been blessed to be able to stay open as 

business.  They struggle with some COVID-

19 related client reductions and some staff 

reductions.  The workers visit clients in their 

own homes and provide the essential services 

monitoring medications.  They are seen as a 

friendly face ad listening ear in these lonely 

times. The administrative/support staff are 

essential with their diligence I maintaining 

PPE supplies a safe office environment, their 

week dissemination of CDC updates with 

information that goes to direct staff, the 

clients, and their families.  CDC protocols are 

carefully followed and monitored for all 

employees including the receptionist, nursing 

aide and CEO.  Daily temperature checks, 

social distancing, hand washing are all 

adhered to and documented.  They continue to 

be on the same team providing quality 

services, in spite of COVID-19. 



Enjoy yourself; it’s later than you think! 
 

 
 

Our Wilberforce Chapter 
Mole Dr. Sabrina Dean, DBA, MSA. BSN, R. N. holds a Doctor of Business in Administration in 
Healthcare Administration from Northcentral University, Prescott, Arizona, a Master of Science in 
Administration in Healthcare Administration from Central Michigan University, Mt. Pleasant, MI and a 
Bachelor of Science in Nursing from Wright State University, Dayton, OH.  
 

Mole Dr. Sabrina Dean, DBA, MSA. BSN, R. N. is currently making history by serving on the frontline in 
Texas since July 2020.  Prior to Texas, she made history by serving on the frontline in New York City 
from March 2020 – June 2020.  Pre-COVID-19, Mole Dr. Sabrina Dean, DBA, MSA. BSN, R. N. served as 
a Healthcare Executive and is the Founder of the African American Women Giving Circle, Dayton, OH, 
Classy Lips with Bri, and Sabrina’s Consulting, LLC.   
 

She is the wife of Mule D’Angelo Dean and resides in Clayton, OH. She enjoys traveling abroad, 
listening to smooth jazz, and exercising.  
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Our Winston-Salem Chapter 
 
 
The Winston-Salem Chapter is proud to honor the following Moles and Mules for their dedication to 
protecting our community – and our broader society - during the pandemic. They have bravely served 
on the frontlines in the battle against COVID-19 – leading, influencing and providing care and leadership 
in our community.  
 
 
Moles: 
Mole Brenda Latham-Sadler, M.D. 
Mole Pamela Oliver, M.D. 
Mole Glynis Ross 
Mole Leslie Bishop Sadler 
Mole H. Monte Creque Williams, M.D.  
Alumna Mole Mary Perkins, Ph.D. 
Past National President Velma G. Watts, Ph.D 
 
 

Mules: 
Mule John Card, M.D. 
Mule Christopher Gilmore, M.D.  
Mule Kenneth Sadler, D.D.S. 
Mule David Plummer, D.D.S. 
Mule Vernon Ross, M.D.  
Mule Eric Sadler, D.D.S.  
Mule David Wagner, M.D. 
Mule Barry Williams, M.D. 

 
A special thanks to Mole Pamela Oliver, M.D. Mole Pam serves as Executive Vice President with Novant 
Health and President of Novant Health Physician Network. In this capacity, Mole Pam has been on the 
front lines leading efforts to fight COVID-19 from day one.  We salute you, Mole Pam, and all our Moles 
and Mules on the front lines! 
 
 

 

In Loving Memory 
 

 

 

Mule Lawrence David 
Hopkins, M.D. 

 
December 29, 1949 - 

November 9, 2020 
 

Mule Thomas Parrish  
Trollinger 

 
March 4, 1943 –  

December 10, 2020 
 

Muu 

Mule Wilton Waugh “Bud” 
Mitchell 

 
August 3, 1934 -  

November 17, 2020 
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